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Executive Director’'s Report by Steve Hootman

What an unusual summer it has been here in the Puget Sound region. By unusual, | mean normal. Let me
explain. Just within the context of my time in this region, dating back to 1992, the typical summer would start
off rather damp and cool, generally not really drying out and warming up until July 5. 1 am not joking. It would
often be that specific. It is a “thing” here in the region. After that, the mornings were usually overcast or foggy,
clearing off right around noon with sun and mild, pleasant temperatures for the rest of the day. It rarely hit 90°F
and even then, just for a day or two in late July or early August.

Over at least the last decade or so, that has all changed. We now rarely have the overcast mornings that used
to keep the temperatures from climbing all day, and we regularly hit 90°F or worse many times each summer,
often even in June. This was the first summer in many years that felt like the summers of old, and it was
glorious. Of course, this is all anecdotal from my personal point of view, although many friends and coworkers
mirror these thoughts.

This August was the first large-scale blooming of the magnificent new species Rhododendron magniflorum. This
is aJens Nielsen & Remi Nielsen introduction (NN#0959) from western Guizhou Province in China. They found
only a single specimen of this rare taxon growing isolated on a grassy hill, so this species should be considered
extremely endangered in the wild.

Itis a close ally of the more widespread and familiar R. glanduliferum and, in my opinion, should probably be
considered as just an outlying form of that species, albeit with supposedly larger leaves and flowers and with
only five lobes on the flowers (vs. seven or eight on glanduliferum).

Based upon my own observations, however, the flowers and leaves of magniflorum are a virtual match in size
with those of R. glanduliferum, at least those plants grown from the type location in NE Yunnan (SEH#174). Note
that both the Yunnan form of glanduliferum and magniflorum have much larger leaves and flowers than the
Guizhou form of glanduliferum (PW#s), which flowers much earlier in the season, typically in early June.

Rhododendron magniflorum (NM#0959) Rhododendron glanduliferum (SEH#174)
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Executive Director’'s Report (cont.) by Steve Hootman

It appears that the species description was based upon a rather poor “type” specimen - the herbarium
specimen from which the species is first described, and so probably should never have been named as a
distinct taxon. Whatever we want to call it, this is a stunning Rhododendron with large and bold foliage, a strong
and upright growth habit, and beautiful, large, and very fragrant white flowers in late summer.

Indeed, this species is still flowering as | write in early September and is now overlapping in bloom with the
closely related and even more spectacular R. faithioe, which is typically at peak bloom in mid-September in our
climate and which wraps up our outdoor Rhododendron blooming season here in the garden.

Evening in the Garden by Harriet Newhouse

On August 8, members gathered for an intimate and memorable Evening in the Garden featuring more
than a dozen rare auction plants. Each guest also went home with a rhododendron of their own,
Rhododendron petrocharis, as a special gift.

Mike Stewart and Steve Hootman partnered as auctioneers, sharing stories, insights, and horticultural history
as they introduced each plant. Auction highlights included Schefflera shweliensis, offered for the first time in
North America; the beloved Rhododendron cardiobasis; a special Warren Berg Rhododendron hybrid with
beautiful cinnamon-colored indumentum; and the legendary Wollemia nobilis. Proceeds from the auction
support the RSBG's Student Intern Program.

Guests also enjoyed intimate garden tours, with Steve highlighting the Magnolia Grove and Atsuko Gibson
offering one-on-one tours of the Rutherford Conservatory.

It was a wonderful evening and a successful celebration of our members and the extraordinary plants that
make the Garden so special. We hope to see you at the next Evening in the Garden!

Auctioneers Steve Hootman and Mike Stewart View of the auction plants
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The Hands Behind the Plants by Atsuko Gibson

My day at the Garden often begins with getting our volunteers set up for the day. We are fortunate to have
so many dedicated and hardworking people who come in every week to help keep the nursery running.

Potting is a big part of their work. From tiny seedlings and rooted cuttings in the greenhouse to plants at the
outdoor potting bench, there is always something to be potted, rain or shine.

We are particular about how we pot our
rhododendrons, making sure each plant
is at the right depth and that the growing
media has just the right amount of
aeration. Our volunteers quickly become
experts at all the little details. Some pot
along while listening to the radio, while
others work to their favorite podcasts.

Volunteers also play an important role in
propagation.

Propagation with Tristan Levigne, Craig Cummings, Marissa Swindler & Will Selke

Every Tuesday morning at 9 a.m., our propagation crew arrives to prepare and stick the cuttings | have
harvested in the days before. They gather around the large propagation bench, and the work begins.

| enjoy listening to the conversations happening around the bench. While hands are busy preparing hundreds
of cuttings, the topics range from birding and woodworking to personal greenhouses, vacation stories, and
favorite restaurants. People from completely different backgrounds come together around a table, share
stories, and work toward the same goal: getting those cuttings stuck and growing,

There is something special about the combination of horticulture and community. Nursery work can be
repetitive and physically demanding, but it is much more enjoyable when you are working alongside other
people who are curious, enthusiastic, and willing to get their hands dirty.

We take a morning break together with coffee and tea, and the conversation can go anywhere. Over time, our
volunteers become part of our rhododendron family. And potting and propagation are only a small part of
what they do. Throughout the year, volunteers help with weeding, labeling, sorting bulbs, sweeping the hoop

houses, and countless other tasks that keep the nursery growing.

When you visit the nursery or purchase a plant from us, you may see the finished product: a healthy young
rhododendron ready to go home with you. What you don't see are all the hands that helped get it there.

It truly takes a village to grow plants, and we are incredibly grateful to have such a wonderful village.
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Shop Our Fall Plant Catalog

The 2026 Fall Plant Catalog Is Here!

Fall is one of the best times to add new plants to your garden, and the RSBG Fall Plant Catalog is
here for it. Our fall selection features a range of exceptional rhododendrons and companion
plants for gardeners looking to add something special to the landscape.

Fall Plant Catalog early access began September 2 for Life, Benefactor, and Sustaining Members,
followed by access for all RSBG members on September 9, and will open to the public on
September 16.

Whether you're looking for a hard-to-find species, adding to an established collection, or simply
want to bring a little more of the RSBG home with you, the Fall Plant Catalog is a chance to

discover something new.

And if you're shopping in person, don't miss the Fall Clearance & Plant Sale, September 30-
October 4, for additional opportunities to find plants for your garden.

Explore the Fall Plant Catalog and start planning your fall garden.

Fall Catalog Ordering Ends October 28 | Click here to shop how!

LAUNCH DATES
o Sept. 2 Highest-level members (Life, Benefactor, Sustaining)
o Sept 9 All members
o Sept 16 Public

SHIPPING
o Sept. 14 First shipping (members only)

o Weekly shipping after that through Nov. 9
o Nov. 9 International shipping with inspection
Nov. 7 RSVP required for Canadian drop-in inspection
service during FFF

PICK-UP DATES
o Weekends only: Sept. 19-20 through Nov. 7-8
o Exclusion: No shipping the weekend of Oct. 17-18
o Nov. 7-8: Pick-up (during FFF, including Canadian pick-up)
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https://www.shop.rhodygarden.org/

Upcoming Events

STORYTIME IN THE GARDEN
Wednesdays | Sept. 16- Oct. 14 | 10:30- 11 am

A nature-focused storytime for preschool-aged
children and their caregivers, featuring stories, songs,
movement, and simple nature exploration in the
Garden.

FALL CLEARANCE
. PLANT SALE

FALL FOLIAGE FESTIVAL & PLANT SALE
Saturday & Sunday | Nov.7-8 | 10am -4 pm
Experience the Garden at its most colorful season.
Shop specialty plants and other unique goods from
pop-up vendors. Enjoy food trucks, guided fall color
tours, and a kids' scavenger hunt. Free admission all
weekend.

Upcoming Webinar

THE 2025 EXPEDITION TO JAPAN
Thursday | Sept.24 | 5-6 pm

Join us for a look back at the Rhododendron Species
Botanical Garden's first expedition to Japan. In 2025,
Steve Hootman and RSBG Nursery Manager Atsuko
Gibson spent nearly two weeks exploring the island
of Honshu in search of new knowledge and plants
for the Garden'’s collection.

STORYTIME:

~fke Garden

FALL CLEARANCE & PLANT SALE
Wednesday - Sunday | Sep. 30-Oct. 4
10am-4pm

Find great deals on plants during our Fall
Clearance and Plant Sale, and shop a selection
of rare and unusual plants for your garden.
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Volunteer & Staff News

In August, we had the opportunity to celebrate our volunteers at our annual summer BBQ. A chance to
gather, enjoy good food, and recognize the people who give so much of their time and energy to the Garden.
Our volunteers have truly become part of the Garden family, and we couldn’t do what we do without them.

We are deeply grateful for every volunteer who helps keep the Garden growing,
< == = .{1 i
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Summer BBQ, Garden Walk with staff and volunteers.
Pictured left to right: Atsuko Gibson, Lucy Kozeluh, Paul Thompson, Tristan Levigne, Winnie Adams, Deena Henkins, Steve Hootman,
Dennis Bottemiller, Mike Stewart, Will Clausen, and Kim Farmer (kneeling in front)

WELCOME HARRIET NEWHOUSE TO THE TEAM

I grew up in the foothills of the Appalachians (West Virginia
and Ohio). My parents were avid gardeners, and we had multiple
gardens, including one filled with native species we collected and
transplanted from areas scheduled to be logged.

| graduated from Hiram College with a degree in Psychobiology,
and my love of nature, photography, and writing led me to
marketing, where | combine creativity, storytelling, and strategy.
After moving around the country, my husband and | settled in
Des Moines where we live with our 5-year-old son, two cats, and a
plethora of plants that we endeavor to keep alive.

I'm excited to step into the role of Marketing & Outreach Manager

and bring my marketing and creative experience to RSBG. 'm
looking forward to meeting you in the Garden!
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Membership Matters

Welcome New Members March 1, 2026 - August 30, 2026

The garden is grateful to all its members, whether you have been with us since the beginning, a loyal
member who renews each year, or a brand new addition to the RSBG family. Thank you! Your support helps
ensure that we can continue fulfilling our mission of conservation, research, acquisition, evaluation, cultivation,
public display, and distribution of Rhododendron species.

SUPPORTING MEMBERS

Bruce &Julianne Johnson
Connie Heermann

John & Jean Everard
Millie Livingston

Tricia Avey

FAMILY MEMBERS
Alana Espineli

Amy Nault & Rob Rotermund
Anna Patrick

Annabella Garcia A. Isainicia
Ashleigh Berry

Bren & Karen Triplett
Christina & Anna Miller
Daniel & Sarah Groussman
Diem & Hong Nguyen
Hillary Law

James Callahan

Janet Stebbins

Jeanine Woodling

Jeremy Hawks

Jim & Wendy Ferrell

John &Judith Olano

Julie Ho

Karter Rosner & Hayley Watson
Kathleen Rolands

Kerry & Vince Butitta

Linda & John Raymer

Maria LoVerme

Matthew Reynolds

Max Honch

Monica Wood

Nick,Ron, Wong Cole

River Joiner

Sonia & Lorena Guerrero
Steve & Megan Douglas
Tara & Dallin Montoya
Taylor Livingston

Tim & Sue Thompson
Whitney Sichel

Zachariah Siepman

DUAL MEMBERS

Aleena Burnell & Kyle Newitt
Alexander Bocci

Allie Van Bryce & Tiffany Sevilla
Ann & John Gusiff

Ann Dow

Anna Riordan

Annie & Marcus Keyes

April McKibban

Aurora Chapman & Tyler Pease
Betsy &John Ho

Brian & Michelle Helm

Bridget Conant

Carlos & Jennifer Pefia

Carol Hellickson

Carrie Crawford

Cassandra Paige-Kopf

Xavier Eidsmore

Chad Drennan

Tumukunde Immaculate

Chris Bruno

Christine Lopez

Cynthia Swenson & Tom D' Arezzo
Dan & Anne Holland

Dari & Josh Scholtens

Darlene Steinbach

Dave Foltz

David M. Robinson

Denise & Emmanuel Burns
Diana Eggers

Douglas Clark & Shu-Ming Wang
Drew Shipman & Ted Deddens
Dustin & Sarah Baker

Dusty Brown

Dylan Gauffery & Caroline Merkle
Emily & Sean Cier

Erin Eadington & Michael Naragon
Fritzi Nelson

Geordie Baker

Grant & Gina Compton

Hannah Fishman & Kelsey Pullar
Heidi Blume

Heidi Kay Walter & Jennifer Hurley
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DUAL MEMBERS

Irvin Handelman

Jacquelyn Fuzell-Casey

James & Thais Evans

Jeremy & Sarah Woolley

Jerry &Julie Allmaras

Jessica & Chris Patterson

Joel & Marybeth Nordtvalt

John & Renee Chandler

Joseph C. Anderson

Joslyn Taylor & Jose Hernandez
Julie & Danny Bohm

Jung Sook Park

Justin Schroeder

Kaleb Greissl

Karen Oloughlin

Keith & Marion Bergstrom
Kelsey Calvert & Trinh Ha

Kristen Johnson

Lars Holmberg

Leigh &Josh Dunlap

Lisa Soto Dunlop & Rhys Harrington
Mackenzie Rice & Jose De Leon
Malia Souvanny

Margaret Reyhner

Marina Lorette

Marsi & Nick Blake

Megan O'Shea & Riley Milinovich
Megan Schoephoerster & Ben Hayden
Mollie Harms

Molly Andrina

Natalie Kirkland & Catherine Barashkoff
Nicole Dickens

Olivia McLellan & Ezra Krupke
Pamela Wickard

Patrick & Katelyn Hennesy

Paul Anderson

Rachel & Noelle Corradi

Robin Blake & Mark Hinds

Sam Tochen &Joel Lambert
Samayullah & Garland Mohammadi
Scott Ext

Shahriar Ferdous & Shamsi Igbal



Membership Matters

DUAL MEMBERS

Shea Keller

Sheffler Sheffler & Barbara Waaga
Sony Thach & Sowathunend Sak
Steven & Sunny Elston

Steven Smith& Lyndea Kelleher
Sue & Richard Cottine

Tami & Narane Medrada Lentz
Theresa Healey

Thomas Prier& Elizabeth Schaap
Tim McAnulty

Timothy McDonnell

Trevor & Gemma Hamilton
Trevor & Heather Fracchiola
Vivian Olsson

Wende Galindo

Wendy Miller & Barry Miller
Xiaojig Guo

Yung-Wei Chiang & Albert Cua
Yvonne Yao & Kevin Eldridge

INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS

Alan Yen

Alex Halcomb
Alice Marriott
Alison Dewey
Amanda Jackson
Anders Bitney
Anju Thomas
Ann Campbell
Annette Heffron
Barbara Bruell
Barbara Crick
Carly Schnoebelen
Carol D. Bell
Carolyn Segree
Chris Bolla
Christy Caravaglio
Clayton Smith
DanJjudson

David Vandegrift
David Yang

Debi Grace

Emily Holm Tobin
Eric Bell

Eric Katzung
Greg Stropko
Hannah Belville
Hannah Streetman
Helen Bell

INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS

Irelynd Murbach
Jacob Denning
Jane Murphy
Janie Bube
Jennifer Arnold
Jessica Harris
Jialin Xie
JimZimay

Joanne Hopper
John Avery

John Coghlan
Joslyn Slaughter
June Bleyl

Karen Zamzow
Kim Robinson
Krishna Tummeti
Kristina Schwartz
Kyle Reinke

L Olson

Lacey Bleil

Laura Bernstein
Lee Tovrea

Leila Crist

Loretta Lopez
Macon Henry
Madison Butterfield
Mandhu Cosman
Mandy Rush
Marti Castle

Mary Anne Spradlin
Maya Neff
Melissa O'Donnell
Meredith Dickman
Michael Cowsert
Mikaila Fitzgerald
Nancy Kohn
Natalie Yasinski
Nicole Dowping
Nika Pele

Paddy Paw
Pamela Herbert
Pepper Andrijeski
Rebecca Baldoz
Rose Wedlund
Roxanne Kerani
Sandra Schumacher
Scott Meyer
Shannon Sweitzer
Sidonie De Cassis
Sue Mauermann
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INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS

Summer Mienk
Susan Francois
Tavis Sullivan
Teresa Svart
Tracy Miller
Tricia Guiget
Tristan Levine
Van Phan
Victor Lor
William S Lingley Jr
Zhuoxi Liang
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Donor Acknowledgement 2/01/26-8/01/26

Thank you for your generosity and for being part of the Rhododendron Species Botanical Garden community.

We are grateful for your support and for the many ways you help make the Garden a special place for all who

visitand enjoy it.

GENERAL OPERATIONS GENERAL OPERATIONS  RESTRICTED

Cash Contributions
ARS De Anza Chapter

ARS Massachusetts Chapter
ARS Middle Atlantic Chapter
ARS Shelton Chapter

Carol Duke

Cathy Neir

Cathy Spiker

Catherine Hayes

Charles Larson

Charles and Deann Wegener
Cynthia Childs

D. Ann Robbins

Dave Braley

David Dobak

Debra & Don Walls

Hans Eiberg

Jean Feagin

Jeff Dickison

John Van Den Meerendonk
Joy McNally

Knapton Greenhouses LLC.
Kroger

Lance Lane

Lillian Koblenz

Nancy Heckler

Richard Aaring

Robert Lee

Roger Gossler

Rosalie Preble

Ruth Dahlgren

Sandra Gordon

The Blackbaud Giving Fund
Tom & Linda Morris

Tom Bell-Games

William & Ann Mangels
William Parson

Extraordinary Gifts
Karl & Pam Hilsenberg

Garden Campaign Plants Exploration Travel Fund
Cami & Steve Whitaker Keith A. White

Deena . Henkins

Don Smart Intern Program

John Parker ARS Seed Exchange

Jos.eph Bruso WSNA Scholarship & Research

Julie Anderson Charitable Fund

Judy & Aaron Levine

Keith A. White

Kenneth W. Gross

Mightycause Charitable Foundation
Mollie Groendyke

Natalie Ries

Pamela Barber

Robert A. Jr. Bartlett

Robert Ramik

Scott Stowell

Shayne Chandler

Suzanne Olsen

A planned gift is a meaningful way to create a lasting legacy and
support the Rhododendron Species Botanical Garden (RSBG) for
generations to come.

Your gift can help ensure that the Garden continues to preserve its
extraordinary plant collections, advance conservation, and inspire future
generations of plant lovers and gardeners.

Visit the Donation page on our website to learn more about planned
giving.
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RSF Board & RSBG Staff

RSBG STAFF

Executive Director of Horticulture & Curator
Executive Director of Business Operations
Nursery Manager and Assistant Curator
Marketing and Outreach Manager
Horticulturist & Assistant Curator

Assistant Nursery Manager & Retail Sales Manager
Administrative Assistant

Visitor Services Representative

Rutherford Conservatory Horticulturist
Assistant Horticulturist

Facilities & Maintenance Coordinator

Steve Hootman
Grace Pham
Atsuko Gibson
Harriet Newhouse
Will Clausen

Emily Joseph
Janey O'Neil
Maddie Van Buskirk
Kim Farmer
Marissa Swindler
Emilio Pascua

Tt ..A?é?z

RHODODENDRON

SPECIES BOTANICAL GARDEN

RSF BOARD OF DIRECTORS EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

President: Keith White

First Vice President: Mike Stewart
Second Vice President: Charles Muller
Immediate Past President: Peter Norris
Secretary: Chris Southwick

Treasurer: David Eckerdt

Member at Large: Joseph Bruso
Member at Large: Al Campbell
Member at Large: Linda Derkach

RSF BOARD
Anne Gross

David Chamberlain
Don Smart
Donald Hyatt
Douglas Justice
Frederick Thurber
Garth Wedemire
Hans Eiberg
Hartwig Schepker
lan Walker

Ken Cox

Kenneth Webb
Kristian Theqvist
Stephanie Sallaska
Susan Cook
Susan Davies

Tim Walsh

Tom Nosella
Valerie Soza
William Lindeman

HONORARY MEMBERS
Philippe de Speolberch

Sean Rafferty

Salem, Oregon

Sandy, Oregon

Seattle, Washington
Cambridge, Massachusetts
Nanaimo, BC, Canada
Salem, Oregon

Hopkinton, Massachusetts
Cowichan Bay, BC, Canada
Qualicum Beach, BC, Canada

Salem, Oregon

Edinburgh, United Kingdom
Carnation, Washington
McLean, Virginia

Vancouver, BC, Canada

S. Dartmouth, Massachusetts
Comox, B.C,, Canada
Smorum, Denmark
Ottersberg, Germany
Shoreline, Washington
Glencarse, United Kingdom
Victoria, B.C,, Canada

Turku, Finland

Des Moines, Washington
Seattle, Washington
Palmerston North, New Zealand
Eureka, California

West Vancouver, BC, Canada
Seattle, Washington

Port Townsend, Washington

Haacht, Belguim
Shirley, BC, Canada
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	Executive Director’s Report
	by Steve Hootman
	What an unusual summer it has been here in the Puget Sound region. By unusual, I mean normal. Let me explain. Just within the context of my time in this region, dating back to 1992, the typical summer would start off rather damp and cool, generally not really drying out and warming up until July 5. I am not joking. It would often be that specific. It is a “thing” here in the region. After that, the mornings were usually overcast or foggy, clearing off right around noon with sun and mild, pleasant temperatures for the rest of the day. It rarely hit 90°F and even then, just for a day or two in late July or early August.
	Over at least the last decade or so, that has all changed. We now rarely have the overcast mornings that used to keep the temperatures from climbing all day, and we regularly hit 90°F or worse many times each summer, often even in June. This was the first summer in many years that felt like the summers of old, and it was glorious. Of course, this is all anecdotal from my personal point of view, although many friends and coworkers mirror these thoughts.
	This August was the first large-scale blooming of the magnificent new species Rhododendron magniflorum. This is a Jens Nielsen & Remi Nielsen introduction (NN#0959) from western Guizhou Province in China. They found only a single specimen of this rare taxon growing isolated on a grassy hill, so this species should be considered extremely endangered in the wild.
	It is a close ally of the more widespread and familiar R. glanduliferum and, in my opinion, should probably be considered as just an outlying form of that species, albeit with supposedly larger leaves and flowers and with only five lobes on the flowers (vs. seven or eight on glanduliferum).
	Based upon my own observations, however, the flowers and leaves of magniflorum are a virtual match in size with those of R. glanduliferum, at least those plants grown from the type location in NE Yunnan (SEH#174). Note that both the Yunnan form of glanduliferum and magniflorum have much larger leaves and flowers than the Guizhou form of glanduliferum (PW#s), which flowers much earlier in the season, typically in early June.
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	Executive Director’s Report (cont.)
	by Steve Hootman
	It appears that the species description was based upon a rather poor “type” specimen - the herbarium specimen from which the species is first described, and so probably should never have been named as a distinct taxon. Whatever we want to call it, this is a stunning Rhododendron with large and bold foliage, a strong and upright growth habit, and beautiful, large, and very fragrant white flowers in late summer.
	Indeed, this species is still flowering as I write in early September and is now overlapping in bloom with the closely related and even more spectacular R. faithiae, which is typically at peak bloom in mid-September in our climate and which wraps up our outdoor Rhododendron blooming season here in the garden.

	Evening in the Garden
	by Harriet Newhouse
	On August 8, members gathered for an intimate and memorable Evening in the Garden featuring more than a dozen rare auction plants. Each guest also went home with a rhododendron of their own, Rhododendron petrocharis, as a special gift.
	Mike Stewart and Steve Hootman partnered as auctioneers, sharing stories, insights, and horticultural history as they introduced each plant. Auction highlights included Schefflera shweliensis, offered for the first time in North America; the beloved Rhododendron cardiobasis; a special Warren Berg Rhododendron hybrid with beautiful cinnamon-colored indumentum; and the legendary Wollemia nobilis. Proceeds from the auction support the RSBG’s Student Intern Program.
	Guests also enjoyed intimate garden tours, with Steve highlighting the Magnolia Grove and Atsuko Gibson offering one-on-one tours of the Rutherford Conservatory.
	It was a wonderful evening and a successful celebration of our members and the extraordinary plants that make the Garden so special. We hope to see you at the next Evening in the Garden!
	FALL NEWSLETTER
	The Hands Behind the Plants
	The 2026 Fall Plant Catalog Is Here!


	Upcoming Events
	STORYTIME IN THE GARDEN
	Wednesdays | Sept. 16 - Oct. 14 | 10:30 - 11 am
	A nature-focused storytime for preschool-aged children and their caregivers, featuring stories, songs, movement, and simple nature exploration in the Garden.


	FALL CLEARANCE &  PLANT SALE
	Wednesday - Sunday | Sep. 30 - Oct. 4
	10 am - 4 pm
	Find great deals on plants during our Fall Clearance and Plant Sale, and shop a selection of rare and unusual plants for your garden.


	FALL FOLIAGE FESTIVAL & PLANT SALE
	Saturday & Sunday | Nov. 7 - 8 | 10 am - 4 pm
	Experience the Garden at its most colorful season. Shop specialty plants and other unique goods from pop-up vendors. Enjoy food trucks, guided fall color tours, and a kids’ scavenger hunt. Free admission all weekend.



	Upcoming Webinar
	THE 2025 EXPEDITION TO JAPAN
	Thursday | Sept. 24 | 5 - 6 pm
	Join us for a look back at the Rhododendron Species Botanical Garden’s first expedition to Japan. In 2025, Steve Hootman and RSBG Nursery Manager Atsuko Gibson spent nearly two weeks exploring the island of Honshu in search of new knowledge and plants for the Garden’s collection.


	Volunteer & Staff News
	In August, we had the opportunity to celebrate our volunteers at our annual summer BBQ. A chance to gather, enjoy good food, and recognize the people who give so much of their time and energy to the Garden. Our volunteers have truly become part of the Garden family, and we couldn’t do what we do without them.
	We are deeply grateful for every volunteer who helps keep the Garden growing.


	WELCOME HARRIET NEWHOUSE TO THE TEAM
	I grew up in the foothills of the Appalachians (West Virginia and Ohio). My parents were avid gardeners, and we had multiple gardens, including one filled with native species we collected and transplanted from areas scheduled to be logged.
	I graduated from Hiram College with a degree in Psychobiology, and my love of nature, photography, and writing led me to marketing, where I combine creativity, storytelling, and strategy. After moving around the country, my husband and I settled in Des Moines where we live with our 5-year-old son, two cats, and a plethora of plants that we endeavor to keep alive.
	I’m excited to step into the role of Marketing & Outreach Manager and bring my marketing and creative experience to RSBG. I’m looking forward to meeting you in the Garden!
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	Membership Matters
	Welcome New Members  March 1, 2026 - August 30, 2026
	The garden is grateful to all its members, whether you have been with us since the beginning, a loyal member who renews each year, or a brand new addition to the RSBG family. Thank you! Your support helps ensure that we can continue fulfilling our mission of conservation, research, acquisition, evaluation, cultivation, public display, and distribution of Rhododendron species.
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